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CHANDIGARH: The Election
Commission of India (ECI) on
Saturday announced that the
Punjab assembly polls would be
held on January 30. 

Following the surprise move
to advance the polling date, the
ECI is set to deploy at least 
27 companies (about 2,700 
personnel) of paramilitary 
forces to immediately replace
the state police from critical
locations.

Soon after the ECI dropped
what was dubbed in political cir-
cles as a ‘bombshell’ — parties
didn’t expect polling to be held
two weeks in advance as in 2007
it had taken place on February
13 — Punjab chief electoral offi-
cer (CEO) Kusumjit Sidhu asked
the commission to deploy 
paramilitary forces “as soon as
possible.”

The paramilitary companies
will assist the ECI in monitor-
ing election expenditure of polit-
ical parties by surprise checks
of vehicles etc.

In Punjab, the ECI is likely to
deploy a total of about 200 com-
panies of paramilitary forces,
as was the case in the 2007 polls.

“We have asked for the forces
immediately… the expenditure
monitoring of candidates also
begins now,” the CEO told
reporters here.

As the model code of conduct
has come into force when the
ECI announced the poll sched-
ule, surveillance teams are being
set up across the state. 

They will ensure random
checking of vehicles and take
remedial action. The central
force will search vehicles for
cash, liquor or drugs, if any. In
case any cash/jewellery worth
more than Rs 1 lakh is found and
the person is unable to explain
its source, the money will be
seized and handed over to the
income tax authorities.

Hence, the ECI has advised
people to carry along proof of
source of cash or jewellery while
travelling.

Helicopters/planes will also
be subjected to checks and
inspection at the place of dis-
embarkation.

In another move, the ECI
made it clear to political parties
that their hoardings, if any, any-
where in the state were in vio-

lation of the poll code.
The Punjab election 

department, in view of the ECI’s
guidelines, has directed all
deputy commissioners across
the state to ask political parties
to pull down hoardings erected
across roads, from government
buildings, roundabouts and 
all other places where they 
could be a source of nuisance
for the public.

Meanwhile, the CEO has
sought advice from the ECI on
whether PS Gill, former DGP,
and DS Guru, former princi-
pal secretary to the chief min-
ister, can continue to retain
government accommodation
even after being fielded as can-
didates for the assembly 
elections.
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CHANDIGARH: “Zindagi shayad
dharti uppar vapran wali sab
ton vaddi karamaat hai” (Life
is perhaps the biggest mira-
cle to have happened on
earth). With these beautiful
lines begins Flying Sikh:
Milkha Singh, the champion
athlete’s autobiography,
which came out in the mid-
1970s. Now, it has come to
light that this lyrical prose
was penned by Naxalite
Punjabi poet Pash.

A recent book, Ik Pash Eh
Vi (This was Pash too), the
memoirs of the poet’s close
friend and Chandigarh-based
Punjabi lyricist Shamsher
Singh Sandhu, reveals that
the Punjabi ‘autobiography’
was ghost-written by Pash.

According to Sandhu’s
book, Tarsem Purewal, UK-
based editor of Des Pardes,
was instrumental in bringing
this assignment to Pash, who
was then working for the
Punjabi newspaper.

Sandhu writes that 
Pash was uncomfortable
writing the book and quite
erratic. He would sometimes
write just two pages, and up
to six pages on other occa-
sions. But Milkha wanted to
send the book to the pub-
lisher as early as possible.

“Purewal advised Pash:
‘While writing the book,
Milkha should be in your
heart.’ To this, Pash would
joke, ‘How can he be in my
heart when it is she who lives
there’,” Sandhu writes.

Sandhu recalls that Pash
once came to Chandigarh to
hand over a few chapters to
Milkha. “I was accompany-
ing him. Milkha offered him
his car and driver and asked
him to stay in any hotel or go
to the hills to write, but want-
ed the book finished at the
earliest.”

But Pash sent the car back
from Sukhna Lake, telling the
driver to inform Milkha that
he would be back in three or
four days.
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Litmus test for
UPA, Oppn, Anna

Nagendar Sharma 
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NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission on Saturday
announced the dates for assem-
bly elections in Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur and set the ball rolling
for a hectic political beginning
to the New Year.

The results of the elections,
which will be spread over five
weeks from January 28 to
March 3, will be known on
March 4, when the counting of
votes will take place for all the
five states. Currently, the BSP
rules UP, the NDA holds the
reigns in Uttarakhand and
Punjab and the Congress in
Manipur and Goa. 

These elections will also wit-
ness an interesting battle with-
in the overall war – the results
will test the hypothesis that
Anna Hazare’s anti-corruption
campaign, targeted mainly
against the UPA government at
the Centre, can hurt the
Congress’s electoral prospects.

All eyes will be on the seven-
phase polls in UP, where the
major political players — the
ruling BSP and challengers
Congress, Samajwadi Party and
BJP — are already engaged in
an acrimonious war of words
which will only aggravate over
the next two months.

The timing of the polls means
that the new UP assembly, in
which no single party is expect-
ed to win an absolute majority,
will elect members to the nine
Rajya Sabha seats that are com-
ing up for elections from the
state before April 2. 

And if, as widely predicted,
the elections throw up a hung

assembly, there is every possi-
bility of a post-poll Congress-SP
alliance. In such a scenario, the
UPA’s numbers in the Rajya
Sabha, where it is now in a
minority with 94 out of 243 seats,
is expected to rise slightly. 

With the Congress general
secretary Rahul Gandhi con-
centrating on UP, the stakes are
high for the party. 

The central government has
also pitched in by deciding to
provide reservations for minori-
ties just before the elections
were announced. The ruling
BSP and its main rival SP, are
also leaving no stone unturned
in their campaign preparations. 

In the other states going to
polls, Punjab and Uttarakhand
have shown a pattern of reject-
ing incumbent governments. 

The tiny state of Goa, with a
history of political instability,
and the north-eastern state of
Manipur, will play a role in
increasing or decreasing the
overall Congress score in the
five states.
>> ANNA’S POLITICAL TRIAL, P8

THE BATTLE BEGINS, OFFICIALLY
The Election Commission announced polls in five states on Saturday. The model code of 
conduct, which prevents governments from making announcements that can influence voters, 
will remain in force till the end of the poll process. All you need to know about the elections:

Date: January 30, 2012
Seats: 117 Phases: 1
Size of electorate:
17.4 million
Key players: Parkash Singh
Badal and Sukhbir Singh
Badal (Shiromani Akali Dal),
Capt Amarinder Singh
(Congress)  and Manpreet
Singh Badal (People’s Party
of Punjab)
Main issues: Governance

and corruption, 
infrastructure

Date: March 3, 2012
Seats: 40 Phases: 1
Size of electorate:
1.2 million
Key players: Digambar 
Kamat and Pratap Singh
Rane (Cong) and Manohar
Parrikar (BJP) 
Main issues: Governance,
land acquisition, illegal 
mining and corruption

Date: January 30, 2012
Seats: 70
Phases: 1
Size of electorate: 5.7 million
Key players: BC Khanduri and
BS Koshiary (BJP) and Harish
Rawat (Cong)

Main issues:
Dominance of the
plains, Anna
Hazare factor

Date: February 4, 8, 11, 15,
19, 23, 28, 2012
Seats: 403 Phases: 7
Size of electorate:
111.9 million
Key players: Rahul Gandhi
(Congress), Mayawati
(BSP), Mulayam Singh
Yadav and Akhilesh Singh
Yadav (SP), Rajnath Singh
(BJP) and Ajit Singh (RLD)
Main issues: Partition of
state, land acquisition,
quota for minorities, price
rise, crime and corruption

Date: January 28, 2012
Seats: 60 seats Phases: 1
Size of electorate:
1.7 million
Key players: Ibobi Singh
(Congress), Radhabinod
Koijam (NCP) and O Joy
(Manipur People’s Party)
Key issues: Territorial
integrity, insurgency, human
rights and corruption
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COUNTDOWN BEGINS Elections in Uttar Pradesh, Goa,
Uttarakhand and Manipur to be held from January 28

Flying Sikh’s prose
flew on Pash’s wings

N O  A U T O B I O G R A P H Y  

■ Pash

MILKHA’S BOOK 
WAS GHOST-WRITTEN
BY NAXALITE 
PUNJABI POET

CURRENTLY, THE BSP
RULES UP, THE NDA
HOLDS THE REIGNS 
IN UTTARAKHAND 
AND PUNJAB AND 
THE CONGRESS IN
MANIPUR AND GOA

Punjab polls on Jan 30
FAST FORWARD Code of conduct comes into force; monitoring
of poll expenditure begins; 27 paramilitary companies for now

PUNJAB

Poll code comes into effect Dec 24 
Notification Jan 5
Last date for filing nominations Jan 12
Scrutiny of nominations Jan 13
Last date for withdrawal of candidature Jan 16
Polling day Jan 30
Counting of votes  March 4  

KEY DATES AND FIGURES

Date by which poll process to be over March 9  

99.66% 
voters have been issued 
voting cards

2.77 crore 
population of Punjab as 
per 2011 census

1.74 crore 
total number of voters 
at present

19,724 
polling booths
across state

19
expenditure-sensitive     
constituencies

R16 lakh 
total poll expenditure limit 
of a candidate

71  
NRI voters applications were
received; 43 accepted

1950 
toll-free number of complaint-
cum-call centre of CEO

125  
poll observers to 
be deployed

Separate bank account a must
■ The Election Commission 
will appoint expenditure
observers and assistant expendi-
ture observers who will exclu-
sively monitor the poll expendi-

ture of candidates in the fray.
■ Candidates will have to open a
separate bank account and incur
their election expenses from  
that account

■ The ECI has issued instructions
for formation of flying squads,
video surveillance teams in 
constituencies for monitoring 
of election expenditure 

No transfers without ECI approval

What you must
know about polls
Now that D-day has 
been announced,
Hindustan Times takes 
forward its cutting-edge
election coverage by
bringing for you a ready
reckoner on the 2012
Punjab assembly 
elections and previous
ones too — all packed 
into two pages. 

>> P10-11

thumbsup

I’m really thrilled as 
if this was my first 

election. This will be the
biggest victory of my

career. 
PA R K A S H  S I N G H  B A D A L

I dare Amarinder to
come to the poll arena
with his khunda now. 

It will be Khunda
versus Agenda. 

S U K H B I R  S I N G H  B A D A L

It’s already a festive
mood in the Congress.

The cadres are 
celebrating much ahead

of the elections.
C A P T  A M A R I N D E R  S I N G H

The government led by
the Badals had imposed

a ‘code of misconduct’ in
Punjab ever since they

had come to power. 
M A N P R E E T  B A D A L

my punjab
my vote
EC directives
given a go-by
The Jalandhar election
authorities have failed to
implement EC orders on
making flying squads
operational to check
attempts to bribe 
voters and setting up
round-the-clock 
complaint centres. 

>> P2

poll primer
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questions on batting P18
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